
That Noble Lamp-post

What swarms of officers eat out our substance,1

combining with others to subject us to foreign Jurisdiction;2,3

Despising every limit within our Constitution? 4,5

They who wish to lord o’er their fellow Citizen

who wish Liberty’s dissolution

Who wish to enslave us 6

with debt, twenty-trillion.7

     1 See the Declaration of Independence.

     2 “Building a wall between Mexico and the United States is a terrible idea. It is an idea
based on ignorance and has no foundation in the reality of North American integration.”
— Mexican Finance Minister Luis Videgaray, 2016

     3 Building a North American Community, Aspe, Axworthy, Cruz, et al., 2007

     4 “That the people have an original right to establish for their future government such

principles as, in their opinion, shall most conduce to their own happiness is the basis on

which the whole American fabric has been erected. […] The principles, therefore, so

established are deemed fundamental. And as the authority from which they proceed, is

supreme, and can seldom act, they are designed to be permanent. This original and

supreme will organizes the government and assigns to different departments their

respective powers. It may either stop here or establish certain limits not to be transcended

by those departments.”

— Chief Justice John Marshall, Marbury v. Madison, 1803

     5 Again, see the Declaration of Independence.

     6 “No political truth is certainly of greater intrinsic value […] The accumulation of all

powers, legislative, executive, and judiciary, in the same hands, whether of one, a few, or

many, and whether hereditary, self-appointed, or elective, may justly be pronounced the

very definition of tyranny”

— John Madison, Federalist No. 48, 1788

     7 “And to preserve their independence, we must not let our rulers load us with

perpetual debt. We must make our election between economy and liberty, or profusion and

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration_transcript.html
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/mexico-says-wont-pay-trumps-terrible-border-wall-145016
http://i.cfr.org/content/publications/attachments/NorthAmerica_TF_final.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/5/137
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration_transcript.html
http://www.constitution.org/fed/federa48.htm


Let them be killed with shout:

“I AM AMERICAN!”

Ready for them that traitor’s noose

lest you join their Treason & Conspiracy 8,9

And upon yourselves our rage loose,

For daring to enslave Freemen’s Posterity.10

Petitioned we at e’ery stage,

from our oppression, Just redress;11

yet our ‘standing’ they dismiss, 12,13

increasing thus our rage…

Forgetting that when striking a sovereign,

to ensure the Killing Blow,14

servitude.”

— Thomas Jefferson, a letter to Samuel Kercheval, 1816

     8 See the Constitution for the United States; Art 3, Sec 3.

     9 18 U.S. Code § 371 - Conspiracy to commit offense or to defraud United States

     10 “Liberty must at all hazards be supported. We have a right to it, derived from our

Maker. But if we had not, our fathers have earned and bought it for us, at the expense of

their ease, their estates, their pleasure, and their blood.”

— John Adams, A Dissertation on the Canon and Feudal Law , 1765

     11 “He that would make his own liberty secure, must guard even his enemy from

oppression; for if he violates this duty, he establishes a precedent that will reach to

himself.”

— Thomas Paine, Dissertation on First Principles of Government, 1791

     12 See Tyranny of the Judiciary, 2012

     13 See this.

     14 “I have no notion of being hanged for half treason. When a subject draws his sword

against his prince, he must cut his way through, if he means afterward to sit down in

safety.”

— Col. Joseph Reed, to  Mr. Pettit, 1775

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_transcript.html
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/371
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/tyranny-of-the-judiciary/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/371


and that every weapon is our birthright, you know.15

Thus Just retribution do they earn

from the patriot, American Citizen!

Then they will claim Law’s protection,16

they who betrayed us most,17

And in reply we’ll say:

“Ready that noble Lamp-post!”

     15 “Who are the militia? Are they not ourselves? It is feared, then, that we shall turn our

arms each man against his own bosom. Congress have no power to disarm the militia. Their

swords, and every other terrible implement of the soldier, are the birthright of an

American...[T]he unlimited power of the sword is not in the hands of either the federal or

state governments, but, where I trust in God it will ever remain, in the hands of the people.”

— Tench Coxe, The Pennsylvania Gazette, 1788

     16 “I will add, as a fifth circumstance in the situation of the House of Representatives,

restraining them from oppressive measures, that they can make no law which will not have

its full operation on themselves and their friends, as well as on the great mass of the

society. This has always been deemed one of the strongest bonds by which human policy

can connect the rulers and the people together.”

— James Madison, Federalist No. 57, 1788

     17 “And it proves, in the last place, that liberty can have nothing to fear from the

judiciary alone, but would have everything to fear from its union with either of the other

departments.”

— Alexander Hamilton, Federalist No. 78, 1788

http://www.constitution.org/mil/cs_milit.htm
http://www.constitution.org/fed/federa57.htm
http://www.constitution.org/fed/federa78.htm

